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General Guidelines for Dissertation Defense of PhD students of the Program for

Nurturing Global Leaders in Tropical and Emerging Communicable Diseases

April 26th, 2019 Initiated

Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

The Program for Nurturing Global Leaders in Tropical and Emerging Communicable
Diseases (hereinafter referred to “TECD”) aims to train the next generation of global leaders
in tropical medicine and emerging communicable diseases. A distinctive feature of our
program is providing young professionals with knowledge, communication and problem
resolution skills, and insights into disease management. The TECD also aims to have them
develop good academic research skills. These guidelines are provided to help students and
supervisors maintain the highest possible standards.

1. Dissertation:

To best achieve our goals for the program, an original unpublished thesis is highly

recommended. However, dissertations for students who will be completing TECD

shall be either an original published paper (A) or an original unpublished thesis (B).

(A) If the student submits an original paper, the paper must have been accepted or
already published in a scientific journal*, and the student must be the first
authors of the paper. In addition, the student is required to attach all documents
of communication with the peer reviewers of the Journal.

* The journal should be listed in Science Citation Index Expanded (Thomson
Reuters) or SSCI.

(B) If the student submits an original unpublished thesis, the thesis must be based
on one or more of their original published papers, and in English. The original
published papers shall be published in journals related to the original
unpublished thesis. In case the original published paper is a collaboration with
others and the student is the second author, documents certifying that the first
author and the second author contributed equally, and the first author has no
intention to use the original published paper for his/her dissertation defense

shall be attached to the thesis. The thesis for Dissertation Defense in the
1
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Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences shall be printed and bound after the
thesis has been revised at the pre-first screening below.
2.  Pre-first screening:
In case the student submits an original unpublished thesis, the TECD
Dissertation Committee, which is entrusted with the evaluation by the Doctoral
Leadership Program Steering Committee, shall peer review and modify the thesis
(hereinafter referred to as “pre-first screening”) prior to the first screening of
dissertation defense in the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences.
3. Application period and procedures for thesis submission for the pre-first screening:

3.1 Application for thesis submission starts on September 15t for 4th year spring
semester students, and on March 1st for 4th year autumn semester students.

3.2 Students shall submit the thesis to the Leading Program Support Office,
who will forward it to the TECD Dissertation Committee.

4. Evaluators of the pre-first screening:

4.1 Evaluators consist of three or more (one Internal Chief Evaluator and two
or more additional Evaluators). It is recommended to include an external
evaluator.

4.1.1 Internal evaluators must be experts on campus who possess PhD
degrees.
4.1.2 External evaluators must be experts in the research field and possess a
PhD degree.

4.2 The Main Academic Supervisor nominates evaluator candidates to the
TECD Dissertation Committee. They must include the external candidates’
CVs and publication list.

4.3 The TECD Dissertation Committee shall decide the evaluators based on
the recommendation documents.

4.4 External evaluator shall be paid a peer review fee by the Leading Graduate
School. The details will be decided separately.

5. Peer review:

5.1 Evaluators shall peer review the thesis within 6 weeks, and report the
results to The TECD Dissertation Committee.

5.2 The TECD Dissertation Committee shall determine whether the thesis can
be submitted to the first screening of dissertation defense in the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences based on the report and announce the result

to the students.
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